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Priest’s Tidings

e have come together to celebrate today the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord. It is a feast
of joy because of the hope this child brings to
people old and young: here is the future, here is
salvation: God has kept his promise of life and pardon. But there
is also sadness in it: the child will bring pain to his mother and he
will be rejected even by some of his own people, though he
comes as a light for all. Let the lighted candles in our hands be

the sign that we do not reject him but follow him as the light of

our life..
87/'%0
Entrance Hymn:
676 — Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

Colleet:

Almighty God, who alone can bring order to the unruly wills and
passions of sinful humanity: give your people grace so to love what
you command and to desire what you promise, that, among the many
changes of this world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true
joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever Amen.



Firet Reading:
A reading from the book Malachi .

Thus says the Lord God: Behold, | send my messenger, and he will
prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will
suddenly come to his Temple; and the messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he
appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and
refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in
righteousness to the Lord. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former
years.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Regponsorial Psalm
R./The Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory!.

O gates, lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter,
the king of gloryl. R./

Who is this king of glory? The Lord, the mighty, the valiant; the Lord,
the valiant in war.. R.?

O gates, lift high ﬁour heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter,
the king of glory!.R/

\é\;ho is this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory.

Second Reading:
Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

Since the children share in flesh and blood, Jesus himself likewise
partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the
one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those
who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. For surely it
is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham.
Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that
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he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of
God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are
being tempted.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Gradual Hymn:

452 — Let all mortal flesh keep silence

Gospel Reading

Hear the The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke .
Glory to you, O Lord.

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of
Moses, the parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every male who
first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer a
sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of
turtle-doves, or two young pigeons'.

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the
Lord's Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the Temple, and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said,

‘Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,

according to your word;

for my eyes have seen your salvation

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.’
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And his father and his mother marvelled at what was said about him.
And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold, this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
that is opposed — and a sword will pierce through your own soul
also — so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.’

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow
until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the Temple,
worshipping with fasting and prayer night and day. And coming up at
that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favour
of God was upon him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ 7 ’J//]\)

Prayers of Intercession

God of Ii%ht and love, we remember before you all who seek to
proclaim the Good News. We ask your blessing upon all ministers of
the word and the sacraments, upon all who teach and Ereach in your
name. We pray for all who are striving to bring the light of Christ to
darkened lives.

Light of God,
shine upon us.

We remember all who live in darkness and in fear. We pray_for the

persecuted and the homelein f for all who are captives or suffer from

mat (?,r terrorism. We ask your blessing upon all who are anxious for
eir lives.

Light of God,
shine upon us.



We pray for all who suffer from blindness or impairment of their sight,
for those who suffer from river blindness. We ask you to bless all who
seek to relieve their suffering and to restore sight. We pray for any who
have lost vision of you and your love.

Light of God,
shine upon us.

We remember all who are in the valley of the shadow of death, al| who
have passed be}yond it to light and lite eternal. We pray for our loved
ones departed from us. May we all come to rejoice in"the fullness of
your kingdom.

Merciful Father,_accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
Offertory Hymn:

649 — God of mercy, God of grace,

Communion Hymn:
2 — Christ, whose glory fills the skies,

Post Communion Prayer:

Merciful Father, who gave Jesus Christ to be for us the bread of life,
that those who come to him should never hunger: draw us to the
Lord in faith and love, that we may eat and drink with him at his table
in the kingdom, where he is alive and reigns, now and for
ever..Amen.

Recessional Hymn:
506 — The church’s one foundation

Prayer and Meditation

Meditatio:

- What does the Gospel say to me?

- God has willed me to be here, now, today, for a reason. Now is the
time to reflect, and find that reason, and hear what God has chosen to
tell me.

A %od pattern is this:
- What has drawn my attention or struck me in some way?
- Why? Was it a person? A word? A situation? A gesture?
What, therefore, is God saying to me through these words, here and
now, today?
- The “I” and the “me” are important. To say “we” or “us” is to evade
the encounter by softening the focus and hiding behind membership of
a group. The meeting with Jesus is face to face, one to one.
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Oratio:
God has spoken to me. What do | reply?

Silently, each of us responds to what God has said to him through the
passage we have read and even through the echoes we have heard.

As a matter of human practicality, one person should be responsible
for deciding the time taken for silent prayer. Even better, a timer or
hourglass can be used. Otherwise “Are we nearly there yet?” can be a
potent distraction.

What’s happening in our Parigh!_

Caribbean Cultural
Celebration

EXT Sunday 9th February:
please bring Some tasty food!

Further Dates for your Diar
Mothering Sunday 30th Marc
First Communion Sunday 11th

a
Conénlfirmations Saturday 7th
June

Summer Youth Pilgrimage

We are excited to announce that
we are taking part in the
national youth pilgrimage to
Walsingham, where 500 young
peopletfrom across the country
will attend. More details will
come soon but please save the
dates: 4th-8th August

TTC
Qur Youth Club, Teen Thursday
Club (TTC), runs every week

Sunday — Mass at 9:30 am

from 5-7pm at Christ Church, 90
Brlxé?n oad. Please spread the
word!

RAMS ,

We will be starting a new men’s
%roup called ‘Rams’ meeting on
e second Saturday of each

month from 3-5pm in Christ
Church, starting on March 8th

Daily Bible Verses
Mon 3 Feb Heb 11:40
Tue 4 Feb Heb 12:1
Weds 5 Feb Heb 12:7
Thur 6 Feb Heb 12:22
Fri 7 Feb Heb 13:1

Donate :

We receive no regular state
funding to look after St Matthew’s
building. Anything you are able to
give is areatlv abpreciated.
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CONTACT US

Rector Fr HUGO ADAN rector@stmatt.co.uk. ®0759 331 0487
Associate Rector Fr Miguel Angel Pino, assoc.rector@stmatt.co.uk ®
07547976623
Curate Fr. Steve Jullien curate@stmatt.co.uk © 0785 791 3278.
Churchwardens Ms Cynthia Grant churchwarden.eng@stmatt.co.uk y
Mrs Carolina Giraldo churchwarden.esp@stmatt.co.uk
Treasurer Mr John Brent treasurer@stmatt.co.uk
Youth worker Monica Pons Robles youthworker@stmatt.co.uk
Worship Director Ubeimar Llanten worshipdirector@stmatt.co.uk
Electoral Rol Mrs Carolina Giraldo electoral.roll@stmatt.co.uk
Fundraiser Officer Ryan Winterboom fundraiseing@stmatt.co.uk
Admin Mrs Monica Hernandez admin.esp@stmatt.co.uk ® 07845084879
Meadow Row, SE1 6RG




